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GOP targets ballot drop boxes in Georgia, Florida, elsewhere 


ATLANTA (AP) — Atlanta-ar- 
ea voters looking to return 
their ballots using a drop 
box in next year's guberna- 
torial election will have to 
do some searching. 

Just eight boxes will be 
spread across Fulton Coun- 
ty's nearly 529 square miles 
— or about one for every 
100,000 registered voters. 
That's down from the 38 
drop boxes that were avail- 
able to voters last fall. It's 
the result of a broad new 
law pushed by Georgia 
Republicans in response 
to former President Donald 
Trump's false claims of a 
stolen election. 

Georgia is one of several 
states controlled politically 
by Republicans that are 
seeking additional restric- 
tions on voting, citing se- 
curity concerns. A favorite 
target is ballot drop boxes, 
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which have been used for 
years in states with expan- 
sive mail voting and which 
millions of voters used last 
year as a way to avoid poll- 
ing places during the pan- 
demic. 

Democrats say the boxes 
are more secure than regu- 
lar mailboxes, and their use 
was largely’ trouble-free 
last fall. Even Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp, a Republican 
who signed the restrictive 
bill into law, posted a video 
on his Twitter account that 
showed him using a drop 
box to cast his ballot last 
year, flashing a thumbs up 
sign afterward. 

‘They loved ballot drop 
boxes until Trump and the 
Republicans started _los- 
ing, said state Rep. Erica 
Thomas, a Democrat from 


metro Atlanta. 
Continued on next page 
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BALLOT 


DROP BOX 


In this Monday, Oct. 26, 2020, file photo, an election worker stamps a vote-by-mail ballot dropped 
off by a voter before placing it in an official ballot drop box before at the Miami-Dade County 
Board of Elections in Doral, Fla. 
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Continued from Front 

For election officials and 
voters across the country, 
drop boxes seemed like an 
ideal solution to two major 
oroblems in 2020: a corona- 
virus pandemic that raised 
fears about crowded poll- 
ing places and reports of 
mail delays that threat- 
ened on-time delivery of 
ballots. 

The boxes were targeted a 
few times by vandals, but 
few other problems were 
reported across the coun- 
try. Even so, Republicans 
say they want fo ensure the 
boxes will be a secure way 
to cast a ballot. 

"It's a continued narrative 
where you try to pit security 
against accessibility, and 
you have fo choose one or 
the other," said Hillary Hall, 
a former county elections 
clerk in Colorado who now 
works with election officials 
across the country through 
the National Vote at Home 
Institute. "It's a false choice." 
Drop boxes have been 
used for years in states such 
as Colorado, Oregon and 
Washington, where ballots 
are mailed to all registered 
voters ahead of every elec- 
TION. 

Placement can vary wide- 
ly. In some places, they're 
located inside public build- 
ings, available only during 
office hours. Elsewhere, 
they are outside and ac- 
cessible at any hour, typi- 
cally with video surveil- 
lance or someone monitor- 
INg in-person. 

"I'm just so glad we had 
that option," said Cynthia 
Vaughn, a retired financial 
manager from Atlanta who 
used a drop box aft her lo- 
cal library in November 
and again for the state's 
January Senate runoff. 

She said slashing access to 
them will be especially hard 
on those who don't have 
ready access to a vehicle 
or public transit: "Driving ex- 
tra miles to get somewhere 
to drop off a ballot doesn't 
adhere to the whole point 
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In this Monday, Oct. 19, 2020 file photo, a voter submits a ballot in an official drop box during early 


voting in Athens, Ga. 


that if should be easy and 
accommodating for every- 
one To vote.” 

They were so popular in 
Florida last year that near- 
ly 1.5 million voters used 
them, according to Florida 
Supervisors of Elections, a 
statewide group of local 
election officials. Even so, 
a bill pending in the Florida 
Senate would limit their use 
to hours when_ in-person 
early voting is offered. An 
earlier version would have 
eliminated them entirely, 
but that was revised after 
election supervisors oOp- 
posed it. 

The bill's soonsor, Republi- 
can Sen. Dennis Baxley, ac- 
knowledged during a legis- 
lative hearing that he was 
not aware of any problems 
with drop boxes in Florida 
last year. Nevertheless, he 
said they introduced se- 
curity gaps into the state's 
mail voting process that 
must be closed. 

‘| don't think we should sit 
on our laurels or Congratu- 


late ourselves On A SUCCESS- 
ful election,” Baxley said. 
“Our time is better soent 
learning lessons from prob- 
lems in other states to make 
sure we are prepared for 
2022 and beyond." 

No state reported any sig- 
nificant problems with drop 
boxes last year. 

Democrats complained 
the bill would preclude vot- 
ers from dropping off bal- 
lots in the days just before 
an election, when early 
voting Is no longer avail- 
able and voters are wor- 
ried about relying on the 
U.S. Postal Service to deliver 
their ballots on time. 
Republican lawmakers 
in other states, including 
Michigan and Wisconsin, 
also have proposed new 
limits, though the chances 
of many of them becoming 
law are slim because Dem- 
ocrats control the gover- 
nor's offices. 

As part of a broad GOP-led 
election overhaul in lowa 
this year, lawmakers ap- 
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proved legislation to limit 
drop boxes in future elec- 
tions to just one per County. 
Previously, state law did not 
say how many drop boxes 
counties could operate. 
Lawmakers in Texas, where 
the GOP is in full control, 
also are debating how vot- 
ers can return ballots. 
Election experts say ouft- 
door drop boxes are ar- 
guably more secure than 
a regular U.S. Postal Ser- 
vice mailbox sitting on a 
sidewalk, especially when 
video surveillance is used. 
They are typically large, 
heavy and anchored to 
the ground. 

Democrats in Congress, 
as part of their proposal 
to establish national elec- 
tion standards, want to re- 
quire states to offer drop 
boxes. Their goal is one for 
every 20,000 registered vot- 
ers In most counties by the 
2022 midterm elections. For 
counties with fewer than 
20,000 registered voters, a 
minimum of one drop box 
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would be required. 

In Georgia, drop boxes 
were permitted last year 
Under an emergency rule 
prompted by the corona- 
virus pandemic. State Re- 
oublicans have defended 
the new law as making 
droop boxes a permanent 
option for voters and re- 
quiring all counties to have 
at least one. But critics say 
the new limits mean there 
will be fewer drop boxes 
available in the state's most 
populous Communities. 
‘There werent any issues 
with the droop boxes, and 
that's the point," said Geor- 


gia Sen. Jen Jordan, a 
Democrat whose district 
includes parts of Fulton 
County. 


"It's definitely going to im- 
pact voters and their abil- 
ity to access the ballot and 
cast their vote." 

In fast-growing Cobb 
County north of Atlanta, 
officials had 16 drop boxes 
available in November but 
will be permitted about five 
under the new law. Janine 
Eveler, the county's elec- 
tions director, said 60% of 
all returned absentee bal- 
lots last fall came through a 
drop box. 

For the entire metro Atlanta 
area, Democrats estimate 
the number of drop boxes 
will fall from 94 last year to 
no more than 23 for future 
elections based on the 
new formula of one drop 
box per 100,000 registered 
voters. 

Republican Sen. — Brian 
Strickland, whose. district 
sits south of Atlanta, said 
lawmakers were focused 
on making sure drop boxes 
were written into the law, 
available for future elec- 
tions with strong security 
measures in place. 

"If the provision we have Is 
not workable — this is the 
first time we have tried this 
— |'m sure you will see us 
go back and amend that 
to allow additional drop 
boxes if more are needed," 
he said.L) 
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2 U.S. agencies send teams to probe Tesla crash with no driver 


DETROIT (AP) — Two fecd- 
eral agencies are sending 
teams to investigate the 
fatal crash of a Tesla near 
Houston in which local au- 
thorities say no one was be- 
hind the wheel. 

The National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration 
and the National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board said 
Monday they will send in- 
vestigators to Spring, Texas, 
to look into the fiery Satur- 
day night crash. Two men 
who were in the Tesla were 
killed. 

Investigators are "100% sure" 
that no one was driving the 
Tesla that missed a curve 
on a residential road, hit a 
tree and burst into flames, 
Harris County Precinct Four 
Constable Mark Herman 
said. 

But they're still trying to de- 
termine whether the elec- 
tric car was operating on 
Tesla's Autopilot driver-assist 
system, or if the company's 
"Full Self-Driving Capability’ 
system was In use. 

One of the men was found 
in the front passenger seat 
of the badly burned car, 
and the other was in the 
back seat, Herman told The 
Associated Press Monday. 


"We are actively engaged 
with local law enforcement 
and Tesla to learn more 
about the details of the 
crash and will fake appro- 
priate steps when we have 
more information,” NHTSA 
said Monday. 

The NTSB is sending two in- 
vestigators who will focus 
on the vehicle's operation 
and the fire, spokesman 
Keith Holloway said. 
Investigators are in the 
process of getting several 
search warrants seeking 
evidence in the crash, but 
Herman would not say 
if those warrants are di- 
rected at Tesla. He said he 
didn't know if investigators 
had spoken with the Palo 
Alto, California, electric 
vehicle maker. Also, inves- 
tigators are working with 
NHTSA and the NTSB, both 
of which investigate serious 
auto crashes. 

Tesla has had serious prob- 
lems with its Autopilot par- 
tially automated driving 
system, which has been 
involved in several fatal 
crashes where it didn't soot 
tractor trailers crossing in 
front of it, stopped emer- 
gency vehicles, or a high- 
way barrier. The NTSB has 





This Feb. 9, 2019, file photo shows a sign bearing the company 
logo outside a Tesla store in Cherry Creek Mall in Denver. 
Associated Press 


recommended that NHISA 
and Tesla limit the roads on 
which the system can safe- 
ly operate, and that Tesla 
install a more robust system 
to monitor drivers to make 
sure they're paying atten- 
tion. Neither Tesla nor the 
agency took action. 

A message was left Mon- 
day morning seeking com- 
ment from Tesla, which has 
done away with its media 
relations department. The 
company has said in the 
past that drivers using Auto- 
pilot must be ready to inter- 
vene at any time. It says the 
"Full Self-Driving Capability’ 
system can't drive itself and 


also must be continually 
monitored by drivers. 

Investigators haven't de- 
termined how fast the Tes- 
la was driving at the time 
of the crash, but Herman 
said it was a high speed. 
He would not say if there 
was evidence that anyone 
tampered with Tesla's sys- 
tem to monitor the driver, 
which detects force from 
hands on the wheel. The 
system will issue warnings 
and eventually shut the car 
down if it doesn't detect 
hands. But critics say Tesla's 
system Is easy to fool. 

KHOU-TV reported that the 
car was a 2019 Tesla Model 


S, and the two men found 
in the car were aged 59 
and 69. Herman said the 
car went about 100 feet 
after running off the road, 
hit a tree and immediately 
caught fire. 

Firefighters, he said, used at 
least 32,000 gallons of wa- 
ter to extinguish the flames 
fed by the car's lithium-ion 
battery, he said. Firetight- 
ers at the scene contacted 
Tesla for advice on how to 
extinguish the blaze and 
were told just to let if burn 
out, Herman said. 

The Harris County crash is 
the 28th to which NHTSA 
has sent investigators dur- 
ing the past few years. 

On Sunday, Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk tweeted that the 
company had released a 
safety report from the first 
quarter showing that Tesla 
with Autopilot has nearly a 
10 times lower chance of 
crashing than the average 
vehicle with a human pilot- 
Ing It. 

But Kelly Funkhouser, head 
of connected and auto- 
mated vehicle testing for 
Consumer Reports, said 
Tesla's numbers have been 
inaccurate in the past and 
are difficult to verify. L) 


Garland returns to Oklahoma City for bombing memorial 


By SEAN MURPHY 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Although 26 years have 
passed since a truck bomb 
ripped through a_ feder- 
al building in downtown 
Oklahoma City, killing 168 
people, the same domes- 
tic extremism that led to 
the attack still exists today, 
U.S. Attorney General Mer- 
rick Garland said Monday. 
Garland, who led the in- 
vestigation info the Okla- 
homa City bombing in 
1995 as a Department of 
Justice staffer, delivered 
remarks during a remem- 
brance ceremony at the 
Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and Museum, his 
voice occasionally crack- 
ing with emotion. 

"Although many — years 
have passed, the terror 
perpetrated by people like 
Timothy McVeigh is still with 
us, Garland said, refer- 


ring to the man ultimately 
convicted and executed 
for carrying out the at- 
tack. “Just last month, the 
FBI warned of the ongo- 
ing and heightened threat 
posed by domestic violent 
extremists. 

"The Department of Justice 
IS Pouring Its resources into 
stopping domestic violent 
extremists before they can 
attack, prosecuting those 
who do, and battling the 
soread of the kind of hate 
that leads to tragedies like 
the one we mark here to- 


day.” 
Hatred of the federal 
government motivated 


McVeigh and his co-con- 
soirator, Terry Nichols, to 
commit what many ex- 
perts still refer to as the 
deadliest act of domes- 
tic terrorism on U.S. soil. 
McVeigh was executed 
by lethal injection in 2001. 
Nichols was sentenced to 


life In prison. 

The outdoor ceremony, 
attended by first resoond- 
ers, bombing survivors and 
family members of victims, 
was held between the 
gates of the memorial that 
mark the times, 9:01 and 
9:03 a.m., before and af- 
ter the explosion occurred. 
Behind the speakers were 
empty glass and metal 
chairs representing each 
person who died, includ- 
ing smaller chairs for the 19 
children killed in the bomb- 
ing, many of them inside 
the second-floor America's 
Kids day-care center. 

A quiet that fell over the 
memorial grounds during 
168 seconds of silence fo 
remember the victims was 
interrupted at 9 a.m. by 
church bells from a nearby 
cathedral. 

Oklahoma's Republi- 
can Gov. Kevin Stitt also 
warned of the dangers of 


division within the country. 
"Never in our lifetime has tt 
been easier for us to be di- 
vided," Stitt said. "There are 
groups that refuse to listen 
to another point of view. 
They try fo cancel anyone 
who sees the world differ- 
enily. 

"It feels like everywhere we 
Turn, someone or some- 
thing is trying to drive a 
wedge between US." 
Blayne Arthur, whose 
mother Margaret "Peggy 
Clark died in the bomb- 
Ing, said she believes the 
Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and Museum 
plays an important role in 
teaching a new genera- 
tion about the dangers of 
hate. 

“That's one of the most im- 
portant purposes of the 
museum and the memo- 
rial is to tell that story to 
all generations and say 
there's a_ different way 
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United State Attorney Gen- 
eral Merrick Garland speaks 
during the 26th Anniversary 
Remembrance Ceremony 
at the Oklahoma City Na- 
tional Memorial and Muse- 
um in Oklahoma City, Okla 
on Monday, April 19, 2021. 

Associated Press 


and hate is not the an- 
swer, said Arthur, who is 
now Oklahoma's secretary 
of agriculture, "and | think 
now it's really important to 
cle lacie 
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Leaders of Proud Boys ordered jailed on po riot charges 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 

A federal judge on Monday 
ordered two leaders of the 
far-right Proud Boys extrem- 
ist group to be arrested and 
jailed while awaiting trial on 
charges they planned and 
coordinated an attack 
on the U.S. Capitol to stop 
Congress from. certifying 
President Joe Biden's elec- 
toral victory. 

Joseph Biggs and Ethan 
Nordean had been free 
since their March 10 indict- 
ment, but U.S. District Judge 
Timothy Kelly concluded 
that the two men are dan- 
gerous and no conditions 
for their release could be 
adequate. The judge said 
Biggs and Nordean_ "fa- 
cilitated political violence" 
even if they weren't armed 
and didn't assault anybody 
at the Capitol on Jan. 6. 
Kelly overruled another fed- 
eral judge in Washington, 
D.C., who had ordered pre- 
trial home confinement for 
Nordean. Biggs was freed 
after his initial Jan. 20 arrest 
in his home state of Florida. 
Justice Department pros- 
ecutors initially didn't seek 
to keep Biggs jailed but last 
month asked for his pretrial 
release To be revoked, say- 
ing new evidence shows 
he poses a "grave danger’ 
to the community. 
Attorneys for Biggs and 
Nordean asked Kelly to 
susoend Monday's ruling 
pending a possible appeal, 
but the judge denied their 
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In this Jan. 6, 2021, file photo, poud Boys members jescoh Biggs, left, and Ethan siordeat. right 
with megaphone, walk toward the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 


request.Biggs and Nordean 
are among more than two 
dozen Capitol riot defen- 
dants who have been de- 
scribed by federal authori- 
ties as Proud Boys leaders, 
members or associates. 

Last month's indictment 
charged Biggs, Nordean 
and two other men de- 
scribed as Proud Boys 
leaders with conspiring to 
impede Congress’ certifi- 
cation of the Electoral Col- 
lege vote. Other charges 
in the indictment include 
obstruction of an official 
proceeding, obstruction of 
law enforcement during 
civil disorder and disorderly 


conduct. 

Zachary Rehl and Charles 
Donohoe are charged in 
the same _ indictment as 
Biggs and Nordean and 
have been jailed since their 
arrests in March. 

Police arrested the Proud 
Boys’ top leader, Enrique 
Tarrio, in Washington two 
days before the riot and 
charged him with vandal- 
izing a Black Lives Matter 
banner at a historic Black 
church during a protest in 
December. Tarrio, who was 
ordered to stay out of the 
District of Columbia, hasn't 
been charged in connec- 
tion with the Capitol siege. 


Associated Press 


Nordean, 30, of Auburn, 
Washington, has been a 
Proud Boys chapter presi- 
dent and member of the 
group's national "Elders 
Council." Biggs, 37, of Or- 
mond Beach, Florida, is a 
self-described Proud Boys 
organizer. Rehl, 35, of Phila- 
delohia, and Donohoe, 33, 
of Kernersville, North Caro- 
lina, serve as presidents 
of their local Proud Boys 
chapters, according to the 
indictment. 

Proud Boys members de- 
scribe themselves as a po- 
litically incorrect men's club 
for "Western chauvinists." Its 
members frequently have 


engaged in street fights 
with antifascist activists at 
rallies and protests. 

On the morning of the riot, 
Biggs and Nordean met 
other Proud Boys members 
at the Washington Monu- 
ment and led them ona 
march to the Capitol be- 
fore then-President Donald 
Trump finished addressing 
thousands of supporters 
near the White House, the 
indictment says. 

Around two hours later, 
just before Congress con- 
vened a joint session to 
certify the election results, 
Proud Boys members fol- 
lowed a crowd of people 
who breached barriers at a 
pedestrian entrance to the 
Capitol grounds, the indict- 
ment says. Several Proud 
Boys also entered the Cap- 
itol building itself after the 
mob smashed windows 
and forced open doors. 
During a March 3 hearing, 
U.S. District Judge Beryl 
Howell accused prosecu- 
tors of backtracking on 
their claims that Nordean 
had instructed Proud Boys 
members to split Up into 
smaller groups and direct- 


ed a ‘strategic plan" to 
breach the Capitol. How- 
ever, Howell concluded 


that Nordean was exten- 
sively involved in "pre-plan- 
ning" for the events of Jan. 
6 and that he and other 
Proud Boys “were clearly 
orepared for a violent con- 
frontation" that day.L) 


Historian says Census didn't consult states on privacy tool 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 

Associated Press 

The U.S. Census Bureau didn't 
consult with the 50 states when 
making its decision to introduce 
a controversial statistical method 
used to protect the privacy of 
participants in the 2020 census, 
a significant departure from 40 
years of practices, according to a 
leading census historian. 

Historian Margo Anderson said 
Friday in a court filing that the 
Census Bureau should reach out 
to the states as it works towards 
putting the finishing touches on 
the privacy method known as 'dif- 
ferential privacy." The method, for 
the first time, will be applied to the 
data used for redrawing congres- 
sional and legislative districts later 


this year. 

Anderson's court filing was made 
in a lawsuit filed by the state of Al- 
abama, challenging the bureau's 
use of differential privacy, which 
Alabama argues will result in in- 
accurate redistricting data. The 
Census Bureau plans to release 
redistricting data in August at the 
earliest. 

At least 16 other states are sup- 
porting Alabama's opposition to 
the use of differential privacy. The 
Census Bureau has missed an op- 
portunity to involve the states in 
working out the mechanics of the 
statistical technique, said Ander- 
son, a history professor at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
"There has not been a formal op- 
portunity for the states to evalu- 


ate, challenge, or recommend 
improvement ... or assess their im- 
pact on the redistricting responsi- 
bilities within the states," Anderson 
said. 

Differential privacy adds math- 
ematical “noise,” or controlled 
amounts of errors, to the data to 
obscure any given individual's 
identity while still providing statisti- 
cally valid information. 

Bureau officials say the change Is 
needed to prevent data miners 
with powerful Computing capa- 
bilities and sophisticated software 
from matching individuals to con- 
fidential details that have been 
rendered anonymous in the mas- 
sive redistricting data. 

It will be applied to race, age and 
other demographic information 


in geographic areas within each 
state. 

After studying other possibilities, 
the Census Bureau concluded 
that differential privacy was the 
best option for maintaining the 
confidentiality of census partici- 
pants’ information, John Abowd, 
the Census Bureau's chief scien- 
tist, said in a court filing last week. 
“Our empirical analysis showed 
that differential privacy offered 
the most efficient trade-off be- 
tween privacy and accuracy,’ 
Abowd said. "In other words, re- 
gardless of the level of desired 
confidentiality, differential priva- 
cy will always produce more ac- 
curate data than the alternative 
traditional methods considered 
by the Census Bureau.") 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 
KASHGAR, China (AP) — A 
human rights group ap- 
oealed to the United Noa- 
tions on Monday to inves- 
tigate allegations China's 
government is committing 
crimes against humanity in 
the Xinjiang region. 

Human Rights Watch cited 
reports of the mass deten- 
tion of Muslims, a crack- 
down on religious prac- 
tices and other measures 
against minorities in the 
northwestern region. It said 
they amount to crimes 
against humanity as de- 
fined by the treaty that es- 
tablished the International 
Criminal Court. 

China is not a member of 
the court and could use 
its veto DOwWer as a perma- 
nent U.N. Security Council 
member to block action 
against Chinese officials, 
Human Rights Watch said 
in a report. However, the 
New York-based group 
said the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission should create 
a body to investigate the 
charges, identify those re- 
sponsible and provide a 
road map to hold them ac- 
countable. 

More than 1 million people 
have been confined to 
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Group urges U.N. to probe China for crimes against humanity 
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Uyghurs and other members of the faithful walk under an arch with security cameras as they leave 
after prayers at the Id Kah Mosque in Kashgar in western China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, as seen during a government organized trip for foreign journalists, Monday, April 19, 2021. 


camps in Xinjiang, accord- 
ing to foreign governments 
and researchers. Authori- 
ties there are accused of 
imposing forced labor and 
birth controls. 

The Chinese government 
rejects complaints of abus- 
es and says the camps are 
for job training to support 
economic develooment 
and combat Islamic radi- 
calism. The government is 
pressing foreign clothing 


and shoe brands to reverse 
decisions to stop using cot- 
ton from Xinjiang due to 
reports of possible forced 
labor there. 

Then-U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo declared in 
the final days of the Trump 
administration that China 
was committing genocide 
in Xinjiang. His successor 
under President Joe Biden, 
Antony Blinken, has re- 
tained that designation. 


E.U. estimates 150,000 Russian 
troops near Ukraine’s borders 


By RAF CASERT 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Union's foreign poli- 
cy chief has estimated that 
more than 150,000 Rus- 
sian troops have already 
amassed for the biggest 
military buildup ever near 
Ukraine’s borders and that 
it will only take “a spark” to 
set off a confrontation. 
Joseo Borrell also said 
Monday that the condi- 
tion of imprisoned Russian 
opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny was “critical” and 
that the 27-nation group 
would hold the Kremlin ac- 
countable for his health 
and safety. Despite the 
develooments, Borrell said 
after a virtual meeting of 
the EU foreign ministers 
that, “for the time being, 


there is no move in the 
field of more sanctions” to 
be imposed on Russia. He 
also said there wasn't a 
request for a synchronized 
EU diplomatic move of 
expulsions in the standoff 
between Czech Republic, 
an EU member state, and 
Russia following Prague’s 
accusation that Moscow 
was involved in a 2014 am- 
munition depot explosion. 

More dangerous at this 
time, Borrell said, was the 
massing of Russian troops, 
including military field hos- 
piials) ened all kinds oi 
warfare.” “It is the highest 
military deployment of the 
Russian army on the Ukrai- 
nian borders ever. It’s clear 
that it’s a matter of con- 
cern when you deploy a 
lot of troops,” Borrell said. 


“Well, a spark can jump 
here or there.” 

“There's more than 150,000 
Russian troops massing on 
the Ukrainian borders and 
in Crimea. The risk of further 
escalation — it’s evident,” 
he told reporters after the 
meeting. Borrell declined 
to say where he got the 
150,000 Russian troop num- 
ber from, but called it “my 
reference figure.” It's big- 
ger than the 110,000 esti- 
mate provided by Ukraini- 
an Defense Minister Andriy 
Taran on Wednesday. 
More than 14,000 people 
have died in seven years of 
fighting between Ukrainian 
forces and Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern 
Ukraine that erupted after 
Russia's 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Penin- 


Associated Press 


The parliaments of Belgium, 
the Netherlands and Can- 
ada have accused Beijing 
of genocide, though Ca- 
nadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has been reluc- 
tant to use the term. 

A sookesman for the rul- 
Ing Communist Party on 
Monday rejected accusa- 
tions Beijing has committed 
genocide or crimes against 
humanity in Xinjiang. 

Such remarks by Pompeo 





and others “are totally op- 
posite to the reality in Xin- 
Jiang,” said Xu Guixiang, 
deputy director-general of 
the party's propaganda 
department for Xinjiang. 
“You can see stability and 
harmony in Xinjiang,” Xu 
said in Kashgar, a historic 
Silk Road city in southern 
Xinjiang. “There are no 
crimes against humanity or 
genocide, and the popu- 
lations of ethnic minorities 
and Uyghurs are on the 
rise.” Human Rights Watch, 
which said it was assisted 
in the report by a Stanford 
University Law School hu- 
man rights clinic, said it had 
not documented genocid- 
al intent. 

China has denied the 
United Nations unfettered 
access to the region fo in- 
vestigate. “Who has done 
the investigationg Who is 
in the position to act as the 
judge¢g And where is the 
evidence? There isn’t any,” 
Vice Foreign Minister Le 
Yucheng told The Associat- 
ed Press in an interview last 
week. “They put sanctions 
on us and then they say 
they would like to come 
and do an investigation 
to collect the evidence. | 
think this is typical presump- 
tion of guilt.”") 


— Yh 


European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell speaks 
as he attends a meeting of EU foreign ministers to discuss 
the situation in Ukraine, at the European Council building in 
Brussels, Monday, April 19, 2021. 


sula. The EU has steadfastly 
opposed the annexation 
but has been unable to do 
anything about it. 

Efforts to reach a political 
settlement have - stalled 
and violations of a shaky 


truce have become. in- 
creasingly frequent — in 
recent weeks across 


Associated Press 


Ukraine’s eastern industrial 
heartland known as the 
Donbas. 

Diplomats had  expect- 
ed there was little to no 
chance of immediate new 
sanctions on Moscow, but 
they now will seek to apply 
more pressure nevertheless 
through diplomacy. L) 
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Rwandareport blames France for ‘enabling’ the 1994 genocide 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — The French 
government bears  “sig- 
nificant” responsibility for 
“enabling a foreseeable 
genocide,” a report com- 
missioned by the Rwandan 
government concludes 
about France's role before 
and during the horror in 
which an estimated 800,000 
people were slaughtered in 
1994. 

The report, which The As- 
sociated Press has read, 
comes amid efforts by 
Rwanda to document the 
role of French authorities 
before, during, and after 
the genocide, part of the 
steps taken by France’s 
President Emmanuel Ma- 
cron to improve relations 
with the central African 
country. 

The 600-page report says 
that France “did nothing 
to stop” the massacres, In 
April and May 1994, and in 
the years after the geno- 
cide tried to cover up its 
role and even offered pro- 
tection to some perpetra- 
Tors. 

If was made on Monday 
after its formal presentation 
to Rwanda’s Cabinet. 

It concludes that in years 
leading up to the geno- 
cide, former French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand 
and his administration had 
knowledge of preparations 
for the massacres yet kept 
supporting the government 
of then-Rwandan President 
Juvenal Habyarimana de- 
spite the “warning signs.” 
“The French government 
was neither blind nor un- 
conscious about the fore- 


seeable genocide,” the 
authors stress. 
The Rwandan report 


comes less than a month 
after a French report, com- 
missioned by Macron, con- 
cluded that French authori- 
ties had been “blind” to the 
oreparations for genocide 
and then reacted too slow- 
ly to appreciate the extent 
of the killings and to re- 
spond to them. If conclud- 
ed that France had “heavy 
and overwhelming respon- 
sibilities” by not responding 
to the drift that led to the 
slaughter that killed mainly 
ethnic Tutsis and the moad- 
erate Hutus who tried to 





In this Friday, April 5, 2019 file photo, family photographs of some of those who died hang on 
display in an exhibition at the Kigali Genocide Memorial centre in the capital Kigali, Rwanda. 
Associated Press 


protect them. Groups of 
extremist Hutus carried out 
the killings. 

The two reports, with their 
extensive even if different 
details, could mark a turn- 
ing point in relations be- 
tween the two countries. 
Rwanda, a small but stra- 
tegic country of 13 mil- 
lion people, is “ready” for 
a “new relationshio” with 
France, Rwanda’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister Vincent Bi- 
ruta told AP. 

“Maybe the most impor- 
tant thing in this process is 
that those two commissions 
have analyzed the histori- 
cal facts, have analyzed 
the archives which were 
made available to them 
and have come to dad com- 
mon understanding of that 
oast,” he said. “From there 
we can build this strong re- 
lationship.” 

A top official in Macron’s 
office on Monday wel- 
comed the report as a “de- 
cisive step” which showed 
“the willingness expressed 
by Rwandan authorities to 
write a shared history and, 
above all, fo look to d com- 
mon future.” 


He also noted “unprec- 
edented __ political __ trust” 
reached between Paris 


and Kigali as Rwandan of- 
ficials have shown signs 
that they agree with the 
“irreversible rapproche- 
ment approach” taken by 


France. 

Macron is considering trav- 
eling to Rwanda in the 
coming months, said the 
official, who spoke anony- 
mously in accordance with 
the French presidency’s 
policies. 

The Rwandan report, com- 
missioned in 2017 from the 
Washington law firm of Levy 
Firestone Muse, is based on 
a wide range of documen- 
tary sources from govern- 
ments, non-governmental 
organizations and aca- 
demics including diplomat- 
ic cables, documentaries, 
videos, and news articles. 
The authors also said they 
interviewed more than 250 
witnesses. 

In the years before the 
genocide, “French officials 
armed, advised, trained, 
equipped, and protected 
the Rwandan government, 
heedless of the Habyari- 
mana regime’s commit- 
ment to the dehumaniza- 
tion and, ultimately, the 
destruction and death of 
Tutsi in Rwanda,” the report 


charges. 
French authorities at the 
time pursued “France’s 


own interests, in particular 
the reinforcement and ex- 
pansion of France’s power 
and influence in Africa.” 

In April and May 1994, at 
the height of the genocide, 
French officials “did noth- 
ing to stop” the massacres, 


says the report. 

Operation Turquoise, a 
French-led military — inter- 
vention backed by the 
U.N. which started on June 
22, came too late to save 
many Tutsi,” the report says. 
Authors say they found “no 
evidence that French of- 
ficials or personnel partici- 
pated directly in the killing 
of Tutsi during that period.” 
This finding echoes the 
conclusion of the French 
report that cleared France 
of complicity in the massa- 
cres, saying that “nothing 
in the archives” demon- 
strates a “willingness to join 
a genocidal operation.” 
The Rwandan report also 
addressed the attitude of 
French authorities after the 
genocide. 

Over the past 27 years, “the 
French government has 
covered up its role, distort- 
ed the truth, and protect- 
ed” those who committed 
the genocide, it says. 

The report suggests that 
French authorities made 
“little efforts” to send to trial 
those who committed the 
genocide. Three Rwandan 
nationals have been con- 
victed of genocide so far in 
France. 

It also strongly criticizes the 
French government for not 
making public documents 
about the genocide. The 
government of Rwanda 
notably submitted three 
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requests for documents in 
2019, 2020 and this year 
that the French govern- 
ment “ignored,” according 
to the report. 

Under French law, docu- 
ments regarding military 
and foreign policies can 
remain classified for de- 
cades. 

But things may be chang- 
ing, the Rwandan report 
says, mentioning “hopeful 
signs.” 

On April 7, the day of com- 
memoration of the geno- 
cide, Macron announced 
the decision to declassify 
and make accessible fo 
the public the archives from 
1990 to 1994 that belong to 
the French president and 
prime minister's offices. 
“Recent disclosures = of 
documents in connection 
with the (French) report ... 
may signal a move toward 
transparency,” authors of 
the Rwandan report said. 
President Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda praised the report 
commissioned by Macron 
as “a good thing,” welcom- 
ing efforts in Paris to “move 
forward with a good un- 
derstanding of what hap- 
pened.” 

Félicien Kabuga, a Rwan- 
dan long wanted for his 
alleged role in supplying 
machetes to the killers, was 
arrested outside Paris last 
May. 

And in July an appeals 
court in Paris upheld a de- 
cision to end a years-long 
investigation into the plane 
crash that killed Habyari- 
mana and set off the geno- 
cide. 

That probe aggravated 
Rwanda’s government be- 
cause if targeted several 
people close to Kagame 
for their alleged role, 
charges they denied. 

Last week, a Rwandan 
oriest was arrested in 
France for his alleged role 
in the genocide, which he 
denied. 

Macron’s office said the 
French government Is 
committed to provide the 
“necessary means” to al- 
low the “intensification” of 
legal proceedings against 
alleged perpetrators of 
the genocide. Activists es- 
timate more than 100 of 
them are believed fo live 
on French territory.) 
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NOW OPEN Fit2/ly 
COVID-19 Testing Center 
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 
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NEW: Rapid PCR Test: 






Result in 30 minutes! ) 
Antigen Test: $50 
» PCR Test also available 





= 
\d MedCare Clinic 
Tel: (+297) 280-0630 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8AM-9PM) and Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:30AM-12:30PM). 


Cuba’s Communist Party chooses Miguel Diaz-Canel as leader 


HAVANA (AP) — In many 
ways, Cuba’s new maxi- 
mum leader is nothing like 
those who have governed 
the island for the past six 
decades. 

Miguel Diaz-Canel was nev- 
era guerrilla fighter and was 
for only a few years, like all 
Cubans of his generation, a 
soldier. He rose peacefully 
and diligently through the 
approved channels. And 
he isn’t named Castro. 

On Monday, Cuba's Com- 
munist Party congress as 
expected chose Diaz-Ca- 
nel to be its leader, adding 
that crucial post to the title 
of president he assumed 
in 2018. In both cases, he 
replaces his mentor Raul 
Castro, 89, sealing a politi- 
cal dynasty that had held 
power since the 1959 revo- 
lUtion. 


Diaz-Canel, who turns 6] 





In this May 1, 2019 file photo, Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-Canel, left, and former Cuban President 
Raul Castro wave Cuban flags as they watch the annual May Day parade file past at Revolution 
Square in Havana, Cuba. 

Associated Press 
cio Batista and then stayed 
on in power for decade af- 
ter decade while cement- 


on Tuesday, is a relative that accompanied Fidel 
youngster compared to Castro in his battle against 
members of the generation the dictatorship of Fulgen- 





By JIM GOMEZ 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— An approaching power- 
ful tyohoon has left at least 
one person dead, another 
missing and prompted 
the evacuation of more 
than 100,000 people as a 
precaution in the eastern 
and central Philippines, 
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1 dead, 100,000 displaced as 
typhoon blows near Philippines 
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In this photo provided by the San Policarpo Firestation, firemen 
and police push up a steel fence as they clear roads during 
rain caused by Typhoon Surigae in the municipality of San 
Policarpo, Eastern Samar, eastern Philippines on Sunday April 


although the unusual sum- 
mer storm is not expected 
to blow into land, officials 


(149 mph). It is forecast to 
slowly move northwest- 
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said Monday. ward and then veer east- 
Typhoon Surigge was ward away from the north- 
about 500 kilometers (310 ern Philippines around 
miles) east of Infanta town — Thursday. 


in Quezon province on Vicente Malano, adminis- 


Open: Daily 


Monday afternoon with trator of the government . 
sustained winds of 195 kilo- weather agency, said a pais 5PM to 1KO0PM 
[el 583-2666 


meters {121 miles) per neur hignipressure area exiena- Website: wwerpinchosirubacom 

) Taken ico}aain @iallavemn (oie) ecole —7 : "iE 
was blocking the typhoon Po. : 

from blowing inland. 
“We're lucky it’s not going 
to make landfall because 
if it hits land, it’s really go- 
ing to be super devastat- 
ing,” said Ariel Rojas from 
the weather agency. 

The typhoon's  900-kilo- 
meter (560-mile) band 
of rainclouds and strong 
winds nevertheless flood- 
ed at least 22 villages and 


caused power outages in - Daily for Lunch and Dinner 
four provin L From: 1 10WAM to 10500PM 
Ct ene Se Tel: 587-2667 
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Website: 





ing a Soviet-style political 
system. 

Born a year after the revolu- 
tion in the west-central city 
of Santa Clara, he report- 
edly dabbled as a youth in 
minor unconformities wear- 
ing long hair and following 
The Beatles in a communist 
nation tightly aligned with 
the Soviet Union that then 
frowned upon them as an 
instrument of cultural impe- 
rialism. 

He earned and engineer- 
ing degree and dedicated 
himself to official politics, 
rising to a senior post in the 
Union of Young Commu- 
nists and then through a 
series of bureaucratic posi- 
tions in Cuba's provinces, 
where he gained a reputa- 
tion as a pragmatic admin- 
istrator with an amiable, 
informal manner in dealing 
with the public. LJ 
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New & unique venue in Oranjestad, a must for visitors! 
Patio 15 connects Aruba’s culture with Caribbean food & cocktails delight 
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ORANJESTAD — Replica build- 
ings and chain _ restaurants 
we can do everywhere and 
they are all the same, offering 
the expected. When visiting a 
place we'd like to see the real 
thing. Being in Aruba, the pearl 
of Caribbean, you can feel the 
energy of a historic house and 
at the same time indulge in fin- 
ger-licking food and signature 
cocktails. There is a new hot 
spot: Patio 15. Make sure to go, 
it’s easily accessible and it has 
secured private parking. 


Step inside the patio 

Taste. Sip. Play. Itis theirslogan. It is a 
great description of what happens 
but there is so much more. First of 
all you get the friendliest welcome 
in Aruba here by an icon: one of 
the last real gentlemen, dressed 
from head to toe in elegance. Lis- 
ten to his story of how he came to 
Aruba. This 80-plus sweet doorman 
who had been working for over 40 
years at a department store on the 
island. Everybody knows him, you 
should too! 





Admire the monument 

The yellow color of the sun that its 
so typical for authentic Aruban 
houses catches your attention. You 
are seated in front of an authen- 
tic Aruban home which that was 
builf around 1860 and has been 
transformed in the year 2020 into 
Q unique outdoor restaurant, bar, 
dancing, and event space: Patio 
15. Feel a warm breeze titillating 
your senses. You are surrounded by 





night lights and stars and inspired 
by the hip ambiance while being 
introduced to Aruba’s history at 
the same time. The patio refers to 
the outdoor space in front of the 
house where the family and friends 
used to gather. Inside antique trin- 
kets take you back to older times 
against a backdrop of contem- 
porary design. There is a wall that 
showcases Lps of Aruba’s musical 
heroes. 


Mindblowing bites 

This casual hipster venue offers you 
the opportunity to taste all kinds of 
small bites or tapas with a fuse of 
international favorites and Aruban 
local dishes. Patio 15 serenades 
Aruba of yesterday while showing 
you they are the trendsetters du 
jour. 

What to think of a Keeshi Yena 
Taco. This is an homage to Arvu- 
ba’s typical cheese/minced meat 
dish in a taco, Feta Cheese Pizza 
comes on a watermelon sliced as 
pizza and with Yerba di Hole on 
top which is a kind of local basil, 
the Conch Fritters and the Funchi 
Fries with delicious Truffle Mayo Is a 





must. Try the scrumptious Escargots 
& Musrooms or the Vegan Cevi- 
che, yummy! The Best one: Mini 
Saco, you got fo love this creativity 
because a ‘saco’ Is a typical local 
snack where chicken, beef, or ribs 
and potatoes are fried and served 
in a bag which ts the ‘saco’. Patio 
15 is still throwing in new offerings 
to Its 37-piece menu so you can 
try another selection daily. The tra- 
ditional Spanish tapas will also be 
there simply because they are to 
die for. We would say: go ahead, 
itis a winning game here. And do 
not forget to take a Key Lime Pie 
for dessert, it’s an everlasting mem- 


ory. LJ 


Patio 15 Aruba is open Tuesday 
to Sunday from 5 pm - 9 pm 
and is located downtown at 
West Straat 15 Oranjestad, next 
to the main bus station. For 
more information call +297 588 
1515. Browse on their website 
patiolS5aruba.com or Face- 
book page Patio 15 Aruba. See 
you there! 
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Medlab Aruba ‘tit-2-fly’: 
Covid-19 testing on the island 


NOORD — While on vacation, the 
last thing you need to worry about 
is what to do or where to go for your 
COVID-19 testing. Many countries, 
including the U.S. require for all 
passengers heading back home to 
present with a negative test result 
for PCR or Antigen 72 hours prior to 
departure. 


MEDLAB Aruba is an accredited 
ISO 15189:2012 OGA-LE 23-08 labo- 
ratory with over 30 years of experi- 
ence on the island. The laboratory 
complies with the Department of 
Public Health of Aruba, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) requirements for 
COVID -19 testing. MEDLAB Aruba 
has been assigned as one of the 
orivate laboratories authorized to 
perform “Fit-2-Fly” testing for de- 
parting passengers. 


Hassle free scheduling -— QR-code 

The laboratory has invested on the 
only fully integrated digital booking 
platform on the island that allows 
guests to pre-register for the testing 
prior fo coming to Aruba and have 
all their information incorporated 
Upon entry to any of the available 
testing centers. Guests will receive 
a confirmation email with QR-code 
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that will be requested upon day of 
testing to facilitate a faster turn- 
around time for your results. 

Testing options 

Offering three method of testing 
gives you, our island visitors, the 
possibility to choose which service 
is at your convenience. Recom- 
mended time to complete test pri- 
or to departure Is 48 (72) hours. We 
also request for you to bring your 
passport to the appointment. 
Testing Option 1: Walk-In service 
at our location in Noord Medical 
Center (NMC), Noord 63 or at Su- 


Earn 
DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 
Use your Players’ Club card 


to play our slots and we'll 


DOUBLE your points! 
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perfood COVID Testing Center. 
You may also book online at WWW. 
COVIDARUBA.COM and choose 
location. 

Testing Option 2: On-site at partici- 
pating hotels. Only guests staying 
on these properties will be allowed 
to conduct the test. Appointment 
is also made online at WWW.COVI- 
DARUBA.COM. 

The participating hotels with testing 
facilities are Aruba Marriott Resort 
(Stellaris, Ocean and Surf Club), 
Holiday Inn, Playa Linda Beach Re- 
sort, RIU Antillas, RIU Palace, Eagle 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 
Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 
Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 
Coming Soon: Shalom Hoir & Nails Bor 
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Resort, Costa Linda Beach Resort, 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, Man- 
chebo Beach Resort, Casa del Mar 
& Aruba Beach Club, Caribbean 
Palm Village. 

Testing Option 3: Aironb/ Other ho- 
tel location. We come to you for 
the test together with our vehicular 
Mobile Health Test Unit. We require 
a minimum of six people for this ser- 
vice. Request/ Book appointment 
through WhatsApp number +297 
9975548. 





Price 

Offering a great rate for the test- 
ing. The Antigen test is at $50 and 
the PCR at $100. Payment method 
is card (preferred), cash (hygiene 
measures). 

The COVID Test is not covered by 
the Aruba Visitor's Insurance, but 
you are able to seek reimburse- 
ment once back home. 


Results 

Turn-around time for results is within 
24 hours. Result is sent electronical- 
ly fo your email (check soam/ junk 
folder) 

For more information visit www. 
covidaruba.com, call us at +297 
5975548 or email us at covid@lab. 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 


Etria Nativa is close fo nigh rise Hotel 





Identify awareness Episode Cl - 101 





Illegal constructions, unsupervised activities as well as 
some economic developments are irresponsibly exploit- 
ing all that has to do with and related to the incursion of 
the top as well as the subsoil and its contents. Bio- Sur- 
face destruction of an area is one of the worst threats 
to people’s cultural heritage patrimonies and existence 
itself. 











Development pressure or the need to rescue remains prior 
to their destruction has increased drastically in recent years. 
Many more private homes projects, offices, shopping cen- 
ters and parking lots were built on this tiny iskand. Alongside 
miles of paved roads and sidewalks, new neighborhoods, 
schools and social centers all at the cost of habitat lost and 
ecological decimation of endangered endemic flora and 
fauna species, archaeological sites, all once a pristine natu- 
ral landscape. 

Together we must encourage participation by choosing for 
nature, culture and knowledge. Protect our historical build- 
ings and give value to what must be considered unique her- 
itage resources whether we are considering our next step in 
tourism of autochthon historical and cultural values or not, 
since these makes up the national intangible heritage and 
any loss would become one that is forever. 

It is imperative to consider motivating the population level 
explaining the benefits of value and commitment relating to 
the importance of identity and origins found in recollected 
salvage. 

This causes archaeology in historically significant areas to 
be under threat. Because salvage archaeology is threat- 
led, it is only rarely possible to be selective about what Is 
examined, and time constraints often mean that many of 
the more refined techniques of data recovery cannot be 
deployed. Others are the vandalizing of such jewels as pre- 
historic cave, rock paintings, historical graves found in areas 
where there were human activities, settlement remains. Pre- 
serving through direct evidence recollection of objects and 
artifact that could be questions linked to available data 
sources of customs and challenges. Prehistoric artifacts are 
the only evidence available to study our past, since writing 
was not so important in their traditions and customs. 

Our practice doesn't differ to that of archaeologists and his- 
torians, “to leave things in their place to the guard of any 
alteration”, thus keeping archaeological details in their origi- 
nal place because in the near future and with the techno- 
logical advance they could carry out more sophisticated 
studies and thus obtain more accurate data on how our an- 
cestors lived. Based on the concept “to leave things in their 
place...” Etnia Nativa pride itself on providing a welcome 
that emanates from Aruba's ethnic roots and the now ex- 
tinct agro-pottery culture. We also advocates for nature 





and a cultural heritage. Almost all rocks To get to know a little more regard- 
= surrounded the metate on this picture ing Aruba’s and its cultural origins we 
preservation, creativity and selt-consciousness at the entrance of Etnia Nativa came | highly recommend you to book your 


We working hand in hand with Aruba s Archaeological De- from salvage where visitors participants | participation in our cultural encoun- 
partment as well as whit together with other science Of interact with archaeological and histori | ter session. 
ented awareness organizations to safeguard or as lastresort Gq artifacts, contemporary native art 


practice a savage operation in order to sate what there is gnd crafts explained by an expert native | A mind opening revelation and en- 


to be picked up. . host. Q) tertaining island experience. 
At the beginning of the last century until the 1970s you could 


still find enormous Kwihi trees Prosopis juliflora all around 
Oranjestad, Aruba’'s capital city and metate or grinding 


Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com, 


ena our facilities and activities take place 
stones of local lithic material could be found in almost all na- close to high rise hotels. 


tive homes in Aruba, a legacy of an Agro-potters civilization 
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By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

Pandemic-related job 
losses forced many older 
Americans out of the work- 
place in the past year, per- 
haps permanenily. But the 
COVID-19 crisis also seems 
to have delayed some re- 
tirements. 

Remote work eliminated 
commutes and offen al- 
lowed more flexible sched- 
ules with fewer interrup- 
tions. At the same time, 
the pandemic restricted 
many traditional — retire- 
ment activities, including 
travel and visits with fam- 
ily. While some employed 
older workers look forward 
to retiring when restrictions 
ease, others say telework- 
ing has made staying on 
the job more tenable. 

Tax accountant Larry BB. 
Harris of Asheville, North 
Carolina, found a lot to like 
about working from home, 
including more _ flexibility 
and less time in his car. 
UNEVEN RECOVERY, UN- 
EVEN RETIREMENT IMPACT 
Economists talk about a K- 
shaped recovery, where 
a portion of the nation’s 
industries and  popula- 
tion bounce back quickly 
from recession while oth- 
ers stagnate or continue 
to sink. Something § similar 





if 
or 


This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 


may be happening with 
baby boomer retirements, 
as better-off workers gain 
more options while those 
with fewer choices lose 
ground. 

The pace of retirements 
among baby boomers, 


Associated Press 


those born from 1946 to 
1964, accelerated dur- 
ing the pandemic, a Pew 
Research Center analy- 
sis of monthly labor force 
data found. The number 
of boomers who reported 
that they were out of the la- 


BUSINESS 
How the pandemic has shaken up retirement 


bor force due fo retirement 
grew 3.2 million in the third 
quarter of 2020 compared 
with the previous year. Be- 
fore the pandemic, the 
number of retired boomers 
had been growing an aver- 
age of 2 million each year 
since 2011, when the first 
boomer turned 65. 

Some people retired to 
avoid COVID-19 exposure, 
while others may have 
been nudged to “seize the 
day” by the pandemic’s 
reminder of our mortality. 
But massive job losses may 
have forced many into ear- 
ly retirement, economists 
and financial planners say. 
One of certified financial 
planner Neal Van Zutphen 
‘s clients, @ woman in her 
late 50s, lost a well-paying 
job in the hospitality indus- 
try. Most people who lose 
a full-time job in their 50s 
never recover financially, 
according to research by 
nonprofit newsroom Pro- 
Publica and the Urban In- 
stitute, a nonprofit research 
organization. 

“It's difficult to find a new 
position of similar caliber,” 
says Van Zutohen of Tem- 
pe, Arizona. “She hopes 
to work part time at some- 
thing.” 

PANDEMIC RECESSION HIT 
OLDER WORKERS HARDER 


All 
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Older workers lost jobs fast- 
er and returned to work 
slower last year than mid- 
career workers, accord- 
ing to a study by The New 
School’s Schwartz Center 
for Economic Policy Analy- 
sis that tracked unemploy- 
ment from April through 
September last year. 

The study found that for the 
first time since 1973, workers 
55 and older faced persis- 
tently higher uUnemploy- 
ment rates than workers 
ages 35 to 54. Certain old- 
er workers women, Black 
people and those without 
college degrees were 
even more likely to lose 
their jobs. And these work- 
ers tend to have less saved, 
so they are also more ex- 
posed to retirement risks 
such as downward mobil- 
ity and poverty, the study 
sald. 

At the same time that the 
pandemic was pushing mil- 
lions out of the workforce, 


lockdown orders gave 
millions of others a crash 
course in working from 


home. About 75% of feder- 
al government employees, 
for example, were work- 
ing remotely in Septem- 
ber, according to a survey 
conducted by the Govern- 
ment Business Council , a 
research group.L) 


ABN AMRO pays multimillion fine in money laundering probe 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — ABN AMRO has 
agreed to pay 480 million 
euros ($574 million) as part 
of a settlement with pros- 
ecutors who accused the 


j 
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Dutch state-owned bank 
of “serious shortcomings” 
in tackling money launder- 
Ing, prosecutors and the 
bank said Monday. 

The settlement was made 
Up of a 300 million-euro 
fine and 180 million euros 





The ABN AMRO head office is seen in the capital’s business 
district, in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Monday, March 2, 2020. 
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paid to cover “unlawfully 
obtained gains,” prosecu- 
tors said. 

The fine “reflects that as a 
result of the serious short- 
comings, certain clients 
that engaged in ... crimi- 
nal activities were able 
to abuse bank accounts 
and other services of ABN 
AMRO for a longer period 
of time,” the Dutch Public 
Prosecution Service said in 
a statement. 

ABN is not the first major 
Dutch bank fo agree a 
multimillion euro — settle- 
ment over lax  adher- 
ence with a law aimed at 
clamping down on money 
laundering and terrorism fi- 
nancing. 

In 2018, ING paid 775 mil- 
lion euros ($897 million) t o 
settle a huge money laun- 


dering case. 

Prosecutors said Mon- 
day that the ABN AMRO's 
breaches are attributed 
to the bank, but added 
that their investigation 
also identified three former 
members of its board who 
“oresumably are effective- 
ly responsible” for the vio- 
lations. It did not identify 
the three and said investi- 
gations are continuing into 
whether there is sufficient 
evidence to prosecute 
them. 

However, in Denmark Dan- 
ske Bank said its CEO Chris 
Vogelzang had resigned 
after being named as one 
of the suspects. Gerrit Zalm, 
a former Dutch finance 
minister and ex-ABN AMRO 
board member, also quit 
Danske Bank's board. 


Vogelzang said he was sur- 
prised by the Dutch probe. 
“| left ABN AMRO more 
than four years ago and 
am comfortable with the 
fact that | managed my 
management responsibili- 
ties with integrity and dedi- 
cation,” he said. 

“My status Os a suspect 
does not imply that | will be 
charged.” 

ABN AMRO said in a state- 
ment that it “deeply re- 
grets the situation and rec- 
ognizes the seriousness of 
the matter, and that it has 
fallen short in the fulfilment 
of its role as gatekeeper 
aimed at combaiting 
money laundering.” 

CEO Robert Swaak add- 
ed: “This is unacceptable 
and we take full responsi- 
bility for this.”) 
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NASA's Mars helicopter takes flight, Ist for another planet 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— NASA's experimental 
helicopter Ingenuity rose 
into the thin air above the 
dusty red surface of Mars 
on Monday, achieving the 
first powered flight by an 
aircraft on another planet. 
The triumph was hailed as 
a Wright brothers moment. 
The mini 4-po0und (1.8-kilo- 
gram) copter even carried 
a bit of wing fabric from 
the Wright Flyer that made 
similar history at Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina, in 1903. 
It was a brief hop just 39 
seconds and 10 feet (3 me- 
ters) but accomplished alll 
the major milestones. 
“We've been talking so 
long about our Wright 
brothers moment, and here 
it is,” said project manager 
MiMi Aung, offering a vir- 
tual hug to her socially dis- 
tanced colleagues in the 
control room as well as 
those at home because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Flight controllers at NASA's 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in California declared suc- 
cess after receiving the 
data and images via the 
Perseverance rover. Inge- 
nuity hitched a ride to Mars 
on Perseverance, clinging 
to the rover’s belly when 
it touched down in an an- 
cient river delta in February. 
The $85 million helicopter 
demo was considered high 
risk, yet high reward. 
Scientists cheered the news 
from around the world, 
even from space, and the 


NASA spacecraft leaves 
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White House offered its 
congratulations. 

“A whole new way To ex- 
plore the alien terrain in our 
solar system Is now at Our 
disposal,” Nottingham Trent 
University astronomer Dan- 
iel Brown said from Eng- 
land. 

This first test flight = with 
more to come by Ingenuity 
holds great promise, Brown 
noted. Future helicopters 
could serve as otherworldly 
scouts for rovers, and even- 
tually astronauts, in difficult, 
dangerous places. 

Ground controllers had to 
wait more than three ex- 
cruciating hours before 
learning whether the pre- 
programmed flight had 


asteroid samples 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — A NASA spacecraft left a 
mess at an asteroid when It grabbed a load of rubble last 
year for return to Earth, new pictures revealed Thursday. 

The Osiris-Rex soacecraft made one final flyby of asteroid 
Bennu on April 7 to fake photos of the disturbance left by 


October's sample collection. 


A depression is visible where Osiris-Rex penetrated the 
asteroid’s surface. Boulders were hurled by the pressur- 
ized nitrogen gas that was fired at the ground to churn 
Up material for vacuuming, and by the spacecraft’s get- 
away thruster. One 1-fon boulder was flung an estimated 


AO feet (12 meters). 


The Osiris-Rex team meticulously plotted the final flyover 





succeeded 178 million 
miles (287 million kilome- 
ters) away. The first attempt 
had been delayed a week 
because of a software er- 
ror. 

When the news _ finally 
came, the operations cen- 
ter filled with applause, 
cheers and laughter. More 
followed when_ the _ first 
black and white photo from 
Ingenuity appeared, show- 
ing the helicopter’s shad- 
ow as It hovered above the 
surface of Mars. 

“The shadow of greatness, 
#MarsHelicopter first flight 
on another world com- 
plete!” NASA astronaut Vic- 
tor Glover tweeted from 
the International Space 





In this image from NASA, NASA's experimental Mars helicopter Ingenuity hovers above the surface 
of Mars Monday, April 19, 2021. 
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Station. The helicopter hov- 
ered for 30 seconds at its in- 
tended altitude of 10 feet (3 
meters), and spent 39 sec- 
onds airborne, more than 
three times longer than the 
first successful flight of the 
Wright Flyer, which lasted a 
mere 12 seconds on Dec. 
17, 1903. 

To accomplish all this, the 
helicopter’s twin, Ccoun- 
ter-rotating rotor blades 
needed fo spin at 2,500 
revolutions per minute five 
times faster than on Earth. 
With an atmosphere just 
1% the thickness of Earth’s, 
engineers had to build a 
helicopter light enough 
with blades spinning fast 
enough to generate this 


mess after grabbing 


to ensure the best shots. The pictures were taken around 
noontime to avoid shadows and better see the changes 


on Bennu’s rocky surface. 


“These observations were not in the original mission plan, 
sO we were excited to go back and document what we 
did,” the University of Arizona’s Dathon Golish said in a 


statement. 


Osiris-Rex will depart Bennu’s vicinity next month and 
head back toward Earth with its precious 2-pound (1-kilo- 
gram) sample load. It’s due to arrive in 2023. 

The solar-orbiting, carbon-rich asteroid is 182 million miles 
(293 million kilometers) from Earth. By studying pieces of 
it, scientists hope to better understand how our solar sys- 
tem’s planets formed and how people should react if an 


asteroid endangers Earth.) 
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otherworldy lift. 

More than six years in the 
making, Ingenuity is just 
19 inches (49 centimeters) 
tall, a spindly four-legged 
chopper. Its fuselage, con- 
taining all the batteries, 
heaters and sensors, is the 
size of a tissue box. The 
carbon-fiber, foam-filled ro- 
tors are the biggest pieces: 
Each pair stretches 4 feet 
(1.2 meters) tip to Tip. 
Ingenuity also had to be 
sturdy enough to withstand 
the Martian wind, and is 
topped with a solar panel 
for recharging the batter- 
ies, crucial for surviving the 
minus-130 degree Fahren- 
heit (minus-90 degree-Cel- 
sius) Martian nights. 

NASA chose a flat, rela- 
tively rock-free patch for In- 
genuity’s airfield. Following 
Monday's success, NASA 
named the Martian airfield 
for the Wright brothers. 
“While these two. iconic 
moments in aviation his- 
tory may be separated by 
time and ... million miles of 
soace, they now will for- 
ever be linked,” NASA's sci- 
ence missions chief Thomas 
Zurobuchen announced. 
The little chopper with a 
giant job attracted atten- 
tion from the moment it 
launched with Persever- 
ance last July. 

Even Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger joined in the fun, root- 
ing for Ingenuity over the 
weekend. “Get fo the 
chopper!” he shouted in a 
tweeted video, a line from 
his 1987 sci-fi film ‘“Preda- 
tor.” L} 





This combination of 2019 
and 2021 images made 
available by NASA shows 
how the local surface of 
Bennu changed after the 
OSIRIS-REx spacecraft took 
a sample of the asteroid on 
Oct. 20, 2020. 

Associated Press 


1e1 BYANA 








Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK 15 room#2111 
Ground floor pool /ocean view 
Price :$7K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR WK 16 Room #1010 
Ground floor walk to the 

Eagle Beach(World best beach) 
Price :$10K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
2BR WK 18 room #3030 
Pool /Ocean View 
Price:$9K 

Call :(297) 6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold 

1BR Ocean View $5K 
2BR Ocean View $8K 

1 BR Ocean Front $10K 

2 BR Ocean Front $14K 
Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Gold 

2BR Garden view $7K 
2BR Ocean view $8 K 
2BR Ocean side $ 9K 
2BR Ocean Front$14K 
Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Tierra del Sol 

Golf course 

3BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Ocean and Golf course view 
Full furnish with garage 
Price :$450K 

Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Le Vent Condo 

3BR, 2 bath 

Ground floor across 

Eagle Beach (World best 
beach) 

Price :$650K 

Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Gold Coast Condo 

2 BR, 2 Bath 

Full furnished 

Price :$320K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 
Savaneta 

3BR, 3 Bath 

5 min walk to the ocean 
Price :$180K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Property land 

Savaneta 

2350m2 

2 BR, 1 Bath 

Smin walk to the ocean 
Price :$200K 

Call :(297) 6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Time Share Resales + Realty i 

Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 

For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 

For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 
Week 10/1207 (15k 
Week 11/1419 (13k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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“HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Toladr—i. = = L 
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Rejected Broadway posters on sale to help theater community 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Letting 
the world see your failures 
is usually something most 
people try to avoid. Not for 
theatrical poster designer 
Frank Verlizzo — he hopes 
you'll put his on your wall. 
Verlizzo is selling prints of 
his rejected posters for 
such shows as “Cabaret,” 
“Equus” and “Matilda” with 
all proceeds going to the 
aid organization Broadway 
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. 
“It’s exciting for me be- 
cause it’s work that | par- 
ticularly loved that | didn't 
think anyone was ever go- 
ing to see,” says the artist. 
“So it's kind of wonder- 
ful that they’re now out in 
the world, for better or for 
WOTISE.” 

The 16 posters included 
in the series — each goes 
for $399 with a frame — 
were either rejected, never 
pitched or part of a group 
of submissions that Verlizzo 
made that allowed only 
one winner. 

One highlight is an alter- 
native poster for “The Lion 
King.” Disney, of course, 
went for Verlizzo’s stark 
animal mane stamp that 
has become iconic. But 
now people can mount an 
Unpublished design of his 
which uses paw prints from 
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This combination of photos shows rejected theatrical poster art from various productions, designed 
by Frank Verlizzo and available for purchase. All proceeds go to the aid organization Broadway 


Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. 


King Mufasa and newborn 
Simba to illustrate both the 
oast and the future. 

“There are a million reasons 
why a poster gets rejected 
for a show,” he explains. 
“It's a room full of people. 
It’s like one big beauty con- 
test. Everybody has their fa- 
vorites.” 

The offerings include an 
intriguing one for “Matil- 
da” that uses letters of 
the alphabet to make 
UO a graphic portrait of 
the imaginative heroine. 
Verlizzo created it for the 
Broadway run of the musi- 
cal but producers decided 
to keep the previous West 
End campaign. 

Verlizzo, who designs un- 
der the moniker “Fraver”’ 
— ad combination of his two 


names — says opening his 
vault and helping fellow 
artists during the pandemic 
was a “no-brainer.” 

“The devastation in the the- 
ater industry was unbeliev- 
able. So many of my friends 
were unemployed instant- 
ly,” he says. “I hope it raises 
a lot of money.” 

The project is in partner- 
ship with Gelato, the global 
production platform § that 
enables artists to sell their 
designs to customers any- 
where in the world using a 
network of local producers, 
which means carbon emis- 
sions are minimized. 

Julie Ryland, who led the 
project for Gelato, said 
each poster takes you be- 
hind the creative process 
and in some ways cel- 


. Ziggy Marley happy to be part of Earth Day concert 


Associated Press 


ebrates the people who 
work on Broadway who of- 
Ten aren't seen. 

“Each one has a story. And 
and | think we crave stories 
during this time. We crave 
creativity,” she said. “I don’t 
think it's a coincidence 
that wall art has become 
SO popular. Customers are 
just craving art and things 
to put UP on their walls and 
bring into their homes now 
that we can’t access if In 
other ways.” 

Posters play a key role in 
a show's life. Until word of 
mouth takes over, ad cam- 
paigns have to entice pa- 
trons to be willing to pay 
high ticket prices for some- 
thing they may know little 
about. 

“It’s definitely the first thing 
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Ziggy Marley performs at “The World's 


Biggest Sleep Out” in Pasadena, Calif., 
on Dec. 7, 2019. 
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Associated Press 
By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The pandemic 
can't stop Ziggy Marley from cel- 
ebrating the Earth. 
The son of reggae icon Bob Marley 
and Rita Marley will be one of the 
highlights of Nat Geo’s Earth Day 
Eve 2021 streaming concert on 
Wednesday. 
“Any time they call me, I’m there 
for this. Any time they want me,” he 





said from Los Angeles. “Everything is 
being done a bit different but we're 
still doing it, which is the main point.” 
Marley will be joined at the concert 
by Willie Nelson, Yo-Yo Ma, Ange- 
lique Kidjo, AURORA, Jose Gonzalez, 
Maggie Rogers, Rostam and Valerie 
June. A world premiere new music 
video will also air from My Morning 
Jacket. 

“We're making art to make a 
change and challenge the status 
quo,” Marley said. “We need more 
art like that in this time. We need 
more music like that. We need more 
artists like that. So | am just happy 
that we are using art in that way.” 
Marley will pull out an acoustic QuI- 
tar and sing a song appropriate 
for the event: “| Don’t Wanna Live 
On Mars” from his 2014 album “Fly 
Rasta.” The opening line ts: “I don’t 
want to live on Mars/I don’t want to 
drive space cars.” 

“Whatever happens fo this planet Is 


going to happen to us all,” he said. 
“It’s not going to happen just to the 
rich or just to the poor. It's going to 
happen to us all — the good and 
the bad.” 

Jessica Nabongo is hosting the Earth 
Day event with Brian Skerry, Dr. Jane 
Goodall, Lillygol Sedaghat, Dr. Lucy 
Hawkes and Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant 
making special appearances. 

The special will be seen Wednesday 
Giro SOs (mel) 5:50 e.hde ileehrNe: 
tional Geographic's YouTube chan- 
nel and website. Following that 
show, the action will move to Tik- 
Tok for an afterparty with Jayda G., 
who'll be spinning records accom- 
panied by visuals from the Disney+ 
series “Earth Moods.” 

Earth Day — this year on Thursday 
— has for decades been used to 
rally support for action on climate 
change. Carbon dioxide levels 
have increased 26% since the first 
Earth Day. LJ 
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anybody sees about any 
show. And the thing | like 
most about It is it’s the thing 
that stays behind when the 
show’s no longer around,” 
Verlizzo says. 

The latest set — on top of 
a collection of his work, 
“Fraver By Design: 5 De- 
cades of Theatre Poster Art 
from Broadway, Off-Broad- 
way and Beyond,” show 
Verlizzo’s range, which 
includes everything from 
woodcuts fo elaborate fy- 
pography to stylized illus- 
tration. 

“This was a criticism | al- 
ways came up against at 
school — ‘You don't have 
a style. You don’t have 
your own style,’” he says. 
“It’s like, ‘Well, | like all sorts 
of things. | like wood cuts. | 
like illustration. | like graphic 
design.’ | don’t see why | 
have to tie myself down to 
any one particular look or 
style.” 

To make his posters, Verl- 
Izzo starts with a script and 
dreams up an image that 
can be shrunk down to the 
size of a postage stamp 
newspaper ad or blown up 
to be on a billboard. 

“| read it quickly first and 
try to get visual impres- 
sions, which is really what 
I'm reading it for,” he 
says. “Sometimes there’s a 
theme that | see evolving 
that | think would be that | 
could express graphically.” 
He works so far ahead that 
often the script isn’t fin- 
ished yet and there have 
been no casting decisions 
yet. He tries fo come up 
with something to “catch 
your eye or intrigue a pos- 
sible audience member.” 
In addition to art for “The 
Lion King,” Verlizzo has 
made his mark on Broad- 
way with hundreds of 
posters for such shows 
as “Sweeney Todd” and 
“Sunday in the Park with 
George.”) 
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Cink-cess! 47-year-old Cink wins 3rd RBC Heritage title 


By PETE IACOBELLI 

AP Sports Writer 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 
(AP) — The golf was ex- 
ceptional for Stewart Cink. 
What made his third RBC 
Heritage fitle truly special 
was that his family was 
there fo experience his 
age-defying success. 

Cink hugged son Reagan, 
his caddie, after he closed 
out his four-shot victory at 
Harbour Town with a stress- 
free par on the lighthouse- 
framed 18th hole. Wife Lisa, 
their other son, Connor, 
and his fiancee, Jess Baker, 
were in the gallery cheer- 
ing Cink's second win this 
season. 

‘To have a posse like that 
waiting at the end to cel- 
ebrate with," Cink said, 
"it's just an experience you 
dont get to have in your 
life that often." 

Maybe the Cink family has 
more such joyous moments 
ahead with Stewart's resur- 
gence on the PGA Tour. 
He shot a steady, stress-free 
70 to cap off a dominant, 
record-breaking week at 
an age — 47 — when many 
players are looking ahead 
to the PGA Tour Champi- 
ons. 

Instead, it was Cink finishing 
four better than Emiliano 
Grillo and Harold Varner Ill. 
Grillo shot a 68 while Varn- 
er, who had the highest fin- 
ish of his career, fired a 66. 
The 30-year-old Varner 
took found plenty of en- 
couragement in the man 
who beat him. 

"He's old and he's kicking 
everyone's (butt)," Varner 
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Stewart Cink kisses the championship trophy after winning the final round of the RBC Heritage golf 
tournament in Hilton Head Island, S.C., Sunday, April 18, 2021. 


said. "Yeah, it inspires me. 
It inspires me to know that 
| can play golf for a long 
time." 

The Cinks had their arms 
around each other fo cel- 
ebrate. 

| don't even know if | have 
the words," Stewart Cink 
said. 

He won for the second time 
this season — only he and 
Bryson DeChambeau have 
done that. He broke an | 1- 
year winless drought in the 
season's first tournament, 
the Safeway Open back in 
September. 

That one seemed to come 
out of nowhere. But Cink 
backed It up with four more 
top-20 finishes, including a 
tie for 12th last week at the 
Masters. 


He won $1.278 million, near- 
ly as much as the $1.404 
million for his two previous 
victories at Harbour Town 
combined. 

The second win comes 
with a major perk — Cink 
eared an exemption into 
the U.S. Open at Torrey 
Pines in June. It will be the 
first U.S. Open since 2017 
for the former British Open 
champion. 

Cink became the fourth 
player to win twice in the 
same PGA Tour season af- 
ter turning 47. Sam Snead, 
Julius Boros and Kenny 
Perry, who accomplished it 
twice, are the others. 

Cink put on show for the 
ages by shooting 16-under 
126 in the first two rounds 
— shattering the lowest 36- 
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hole score at Harbour Town 
of 13-under 129 shared 
by Jack Nicklaus and Phil 
Mickelson. Cink added a 
69 on Saturday to reach 18 
Under, two better than Jus- 
tin Leonard's 54-hole score 
in 2002. 

Cink carried a_ five-shot 
lead into the final round 
and dared all chasers to 
come get him. Nobody 
made a run at Cink, who 
led by at least three shots 
throughout. 

PGA Championship win- 
ner Collin Morikawa, paired 
with Cink, opened with a 
birdie. But bogeys on the 
second and fourth holes 
took Morikawa out of the 
aal.e 

Maverick McNealy had five 
birdies on the front nine 


to climb to 14-under, four 
back of Cink, in the middle 
of the round. Consecu- 
tive bogeys on the 11th 
and 12th ended McNealy's 
surge. 

Grillo and Varner came 
the closest af 15-under and 
were just three back un- 
til Cink's final birdie at the 
par-3 17th, which made 
it all but certain he would 
add another plaid winner's 
jacket to the ones he won 
in 2000 and 2004. 

Cink had made 17 bird- 
ies and two eagles the 
first three rounds. He had 
only two birdies Sunday, 
but that was more than 
enough to claim his eighth 
career victory. 

Cink anticipated a dog- 
fight. Instead, he said he 
fought the course, rather 
than the field, for most of 
the day. After his strong 
play at Augusta National, 
he was full of confidence. 
"| really felt | had the kind of 
stuff that was going to be 
very hard to beat,’ he said. 
He was downright impossi- 
ble to chase down after his 
blazing hot start on Thurs- 
day and Friday. 

"What's so amazing is this 
kind of rebirth that Stewart 
is experiencing at such an 
older age," Lisa Cink said. 
"I'm just in awe of how well 
he's playing at this time in 
his career." 

McNealy (67), Corey Con- 
ners (68) and Matt Fitz- 
patrick (68) tied for fourth 
at 13-under. Morikawa 
slipped to seventh after a 
72, tied with Chris Kirk (67) 
at 12-under..) 


Tour plans to make non-vaccinated golfers pay for COVID test 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

The PGA Tour Is telling its players 
they will not have to be tested for 
the coronavirus if they are vacci- 
nated, and those who aren't will 
have to pay for their own tests 
starting this summer. 

In a memo sent to players Mon- 
day, the four strongly encour- 
aged them to get vaccinated. It 
stopped short of saying if would 
require players to be vaccinated 
to compete in tournaments. 
Players would be deemed inocu- 
lated 14 days after the full course 


of the vaccine. They would no 
longer be subject to testing for 
the coronavirus and, in accor- 
dance with CDC _ guidelines, 
would be able to gather in small 
groups without face coverings. 
Social distancing and face cov- 
erings still would be required at 
tournaments. Anyone who has 
been vaccinated and comes in 
close contact with someone who 
has tested positive for the virus 
would need to quarantine only if 
they have symptoms. 

Players have been subjected fo 
testing since golf's return last June, 


which was paid for by the tour. 
The testing operation will stop at 
the end of June. The tour did not 
specify a date. That would be af- 
ter the Travelers Championship in 
Connecticut or the Rocket Mort- 
gage Classic in Detroit. 

After that, the tour said players 
or staff wanting to take part in a 
tournament would be required to 
provide a negative PCR test with- 
in 72 hours of arriving. 

The tour said it would reimburse 
the cost of testing for those who 
can't get vaccinated because of 
a medical condition. 


Three players, including former 
U.S. Open champion Gary Wood- 
land, tested positive at the Honda 
Classic last month. That was the 
most recent positive test in the 
last four PGA Tour events through 
last week at the RBC Heritage. 

In the memo, the tour highlighted 
Pfizer and Moderna as "two highly 
effective FDA-approved vac- 
cines," though it later said anyone 
already vaccinated with Johnson 
& Johnson or AstraZeneca would 
be exempt from routine testing. 
The tour said if still may conduct 
periodic testing after June.L) 
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Alex Smith retires affer comeback from gruesome leg injury 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Sports Writer 

Alex Smith retired Monday 
after making an improb- 
able comeback from a 
gruesome broken leg, say- 
ing he's ready fo leave the 
NFL but believing he's still 
able to play quarterback. 
Smith made the announce- 
ment on Instagram a few 
weeks shy of his 37th birth- 
day, hoping to enjoy more 
time with his family. 

"L want to say thank you for 
believing in me, and thank 
you for helping me believe 
in myself — and in the im- 
possible," Smith said. "Be- 
cause even though I've got 
plenty of snaps left in me, 
after 16 years of giving this 
game everything I've got, | 
can't wait to see what else 
is possible." 

Smith earned AP Come- 
back Player of the Year 
honors for getting back 
on the field last season, 
two years removed from 
an injury that required 17 
operations. After break- 
ing his right tibia and fibula 
in a game Nov. 18, 2018, 
against Houston, he said he 
wondered if he'd be able 
to take walks with his wife 
or play with his kids in the 
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Washington Football Team quarterback Alex Smith (11) is shown in action against the Philadelphia 
Eagles during an NFL football game in Philadelphia, in this Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021, file photo. 


yard — let alone play in the 
NFL again. 

He was hospitalized for al- 
most a month and survived 
a life-threatening infection 
in addition to the opera- 
tions. Smith spent the next 
year and a half rehabbing 
and was back aft practice 
when Washington assem- 
bled for training camp last 
summer. 


Smith's first game action 
since the injury came Oct. 
11 when Kyle Allen was in- 
jured, and he made his first 
start at Detroit on Nov. 15. 
He went 5-1 as the starter, 
including a victory at Phil- 
adelohia in Week 17 on 
Qa strained right calf that 
clinched the NFC East title 
for Washington. 


"He accomplished the 
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greatest comeback in 
orofessional sports  his- 
tory and was a huge part 
of our team's success this 
past season, owners Dan 
and Tanya Snyder said in a 
statement. "We witnessed 
every step of Alex's come- 
back, and he personifies 
perseverance, strength 
and the will to never give 
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The injury prevented Smith 
from playing against Tam- 
pa Bay in the wild-card 
round the next week, which 
Taylor Heinicke started and 
impressed enough to earn 
another contract. 

Smith told GQ earlier this 
year that the organization 
didn't expect him to play 
again. Coach Ron Rivera 
agreed with those com- 
ments, noting he was wor- 
ried about Smith's health. 
"The biggest thing he and 
| talked about, really, was 
that there was really no 
roadmap to get us fo where 
we were, Rivera said last 
month. "He worked his butt 
off to put himself in a posi- 
tion to come back and 
play. ... If was always in the 
back of my head: 'What if 
he gets hurt againg What if 
he hurts that leg, that spe- 
cific leg?¢' | don't want to be 
the guy that put him back 
on the field to let him get 
hurt again." 

Washington released Smith 
in March and signed vet- 
eran quarterback Ryan 
Fitzoatrick. Smith initially ex- 
pressed his intent to keep 
playing but went unsigned 
more than a month into 
free agency.L) 








In this photo provided by Walt Disney World, NFL star Tom 
Brady visits Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge inside Disney's Hol- 
lywood Studios at Walt Disney World Resort in Lake Buena 
Vista, Fla., Monday, April 5, 2021. 
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Brady expects to be ready for 
minicamp after knee surgery 


TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Tom 
Brady is recovering from 
offseason knee — surgery 
and expects to be ready 
for June minicamp with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Speaking at a fundraiser for 
Bucs coach Bruce Arians’ 
foundation, the 43-year-old 
quarterback joked that he 
didn't know “if | can go this 
week. He then added he Is 
aiming to be back on the 
field relatively soon for the 
Super Bowl champions. 

| feel pretty good and | 
oush myself pretty hard. ... 
We we will see how things 
play out," he said. "It is a 
long time between now 
and the beginning of the 
season. Just be smart about 
all these different things we 
have to do and fulfill. We alll 
take a lot of pride in being 
ready to go and | am sure 


we will be." 

ESPN first reported Brady's 
comments at Sunday 
night's event. 

‘IfS Good progress, Brady 
said. ‘It's rehab. None of 
that is fun, but looking for- 
ward to getting back to real 
training and stuff, which Is 
hopefully here pretty soon. 
“im cool with it. It's just part 
of what you deal with. 
Things come up. You deal 
with them the best way you 
can, with the best opportu- 
nity to improve. I'm definite- 
ly feeling a lot better than | 
did six or seven weeks ago." 
Bucs players, along with 
those from more than half 
the league's teams, have 
said they will not attend 
voluntary offseason work- 
outs, which could begin 
Monday. Minicamps are 
mandatory for players fit to 


participate. 

Brady signed with Tam- 
pa Bay in free agency in 
March 2020 after 20 sea- 
sons with the New England 
Patriots. 

When offseason condition- 
INg programs were put on 
hold due to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic last spring, 
Brady and several new 
teammates gathered for 
informal workouts in prep- 
aration for his first training 
camp with the Bucs. 

The seven-tine Super Bowl 
champion is looking for- 
ward to getting back fo 
work as soon as possible. 
Arians has said the quar- 
terback's recovery is pro- 
gressing well and there's 
a chance Brady could 
be ready to participate in 
minicamp if the Bucs have 
one.) 


